
Tree bumblebee (Bombus hypnorum)

Queens, workers and males all have a brown-ginger 
thorax, and a black abdomen with a white tail. This 
recent arrival from France is now present across most 
of England and Wales, and is thought to be moving 
northwards.

Size: queen 18mm, worker 14mm, male 16mm

Heath bumblebee (Bombus jonellus)

Queens, workers and males have three yellow bands. 
Individuals generally have a white tail, while those in 
/ƌĞůĂŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ�^ĐŽƚůĂŶĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂŶ�ŽƌĂŶŐĞͬ�ďƵī�ƚĂŝů͘��
dŚĞ�ĐŽůŽƵƌĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�'ĂƌĚĞŶ�ďƵŵďůĞďĞĞ͕�
but this species is smaller and the is face round. Patchy 
ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�h<͘

Size: queen 16mm, worker 12mm, male 12mm

Queen Worker Male

Queen Worker Male

dŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�Ϯϰ�ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ďƵŵďůĞďĞĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�h<͘�dŚŝƐ�
ĮĞůĚ�ŐƵŝĚĞ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�ĞŝŐŚƚ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ͘��ůů�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ϭ͘ϱǆ�
actual size.

There has been a marked decline in the diversity 
and abundance of wild bees across Europe in recent 
ĚĞĐĂĚĞƐ͘�/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�h<͕�ƚǁŽ�ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ďƵŵďůĞďĞĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�
ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ĞǆƟŶĐƚ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ϴϬ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞǀĞŶ�
ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ůŝƐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛��ŝŽĚŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�
�ĐƟŽŶ�WůĂŶ�ĂƐ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͘�dŚŝƐ�ĚĞĐůŝŶĞ�
ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ůĂƌŐĞůǇ�ĂƩƌŝďƵƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŚĂďŝƚĂƚ�ĚĞƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�
ĨƌĂŐŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͕�ĂƐ�Ă�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ŽĨ�ƵƌďĂŶŝƐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�
ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ͘�

The Centre for Agroecology, Water and Resilience at 
�ŽǀĞŶƚƌǇ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŝƐ�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�'ĂƌĚĞŶ�KƌŐĂŶŝĐ͕�
to conduct research to encourage and support 
bumblebees in gardens and allotments.

The Centre for Agroecology, Water and Resilience  
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transdisciplinary research  on the understanding and 
development of resilient food and water systems 
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�ƵīͲƚĂŝůĞĚ�ďƵŵďůĞďĞĞ�(Bombus terrestris)

Queens, workers and males have two dull-yellow bands. 
dŚĞ�ƋƵĞĞŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂůĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂŶ�ŽīͲǁŚŝƚĞͬ�ďƵī�ĐŽůŽƵƌ�ƚĂŝů͕�
ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĐĂŶ�ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌ�ďƌŽǁŶŝƐŚ͘�dŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�
Ă�ǁŚŝƚĞ�ƚĂŝů�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ƐƵďƚůĞ�ďƵī�ůŝŶĞ͘��ŽŵŵŽŶ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�
ƚŚĞ�h<͕�ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ĂďƐĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ŽĨ��^ĐŽƚůĂŶĚ͘

^ŝǌĞ͗�ƋƵĞĞŶ�ϮϬͲϮϮŵŵ͕�ǁŽƌŬĞƌ�ϭϭͲϭϳŵŵ͕�ŵĂůĞ�ϭϰͲϭϲŵŵ

White-tailed bumblebee (Bombus lucorum)

Queens, workers and males have two bright lemon-yellow 
ďĂŶĚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ďƌŝŐŚƚ�ǁŚŝƚĞ�ƚĂŝů͘�DĂůĞƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚƵŌƐ�ŽĨ�
yellow hair on their head, thorax and abdomen. Common 
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�h<͘

^ŝǌĞ͗�ƋƵĞĞŶ�ϭϵͲϮϬŵŵ͕�ǁŽƌŬĞƌ�ϭϭͲϭϳŵŵ͕�ŵĂůĞ�ϭϰͲϭϲŵŵ

Queen Worker Male

Queen Worker Male

'ĂƌĚĞŶ�ďƵŵďůĞďĞĞ�(Bombus hortorum)

Queens, workers and males have three yellow bands and 
a white tail. The face of this species is longer than others 
ǁŝƚŚ�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ�ŵĂƌŬŝŶŐƐ͘��ŽŵŵŽŶ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�h<͘

^ŝǌĞ͗�ƋƵĞĞŶ�ϭϳͲϮϬŵŵ͕�ǁŽƌŬĞƌ�ϭϭͲϭϲŵŵ͕�ŵĂůĞ�ϭϰͲϭϱŵŵ

Early bumblebee (Bombus pratorum)

Queens, workers and males have two yellow bands, and 
ĚĂƌŬ�ŽƌĂŶŐĞͲƌĞĚ�ƚĂŝůƐ͘��ďĚŽŵŝŶĂů�ǇĞůůŽǁ�ďĂŶĚ�ŝƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�
less pronounced or missing in workers. This species is 
ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ƐŵĂůů͘��ŽŵŵŽŶ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�h<͕�ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�
absent in parts of northern Scotland.

^ŝǌĞ͗�ƋƵĞĞŶ�ϭϱͲϭϳŵŵ͕�ǁŽƌŬĞƌ�ϭϬͲϭϰŵŵ͕�ŵĂůĞ�ϭϭͲϭϯŵŵ

Queen Worker Male

Queen Worker Male

Common carder bee (Bombus pascuorum)

Queens, workers and males are almost completely brown 
Žƌ�ŐŝŶŐĞƌ͘ ��ŽŵŵŽŶ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�h<͕�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚĂĚĞ�
of the abdomen varies from dark to light depending on 
ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ͘�

^ŝǌĞ͗�ƋƵĞĞŶ�ϭϲͲϭϴŵŵ͕�ǁŽƌŬĞƌ�ϭϬͲϭϱŵŵ͕�ŵĂůĞ�ϭϯͲϭϰŵŵ

Red-tailed bumblebee (Bombus lapidarius)

Queens and workers have a black body with an orange-
red tail. Males also have a yellow band on the thorax and 
ǇĞůůŽǁ�ĨĂĐŝĂů�ŚĂŝƌƐ͘���ŽŵŵŽŶ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�h<͕�ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�
absent in parts of Scotland.

^ŝǌĞ͗�ƋƵĞĞŶ�ϮϬͲϮϮŵŵ͕�ǁŽƌŬĞƌ�ϭϭͲϭϲŵŵ͕�ŵĂůĞ�ϭϰͲϭϲŵŵ

Queen Worker Male

Queen Worker Male


