
Agricology Field Day
Mixing it Up: Leys, livestock and arable 

Daylesford Farm, 3rd January 2018



Plan of the day

10.00: Welcome

10.20: Livestock health and breeding for low input

10.55: Ley species selection for multiple functions 

11.20: Impact of leys on weed management 

12.00: Monitoring the impact on soil health 

13.00: Lunch 

13.30: Bus departs for Oxford

14.00: Optional extended farm tour 



Ian Boyd, Whittington Lodge Farm 

Herbal leys and pasture fed livestock in 
arable systems 





Tom and Debra Willoughby, 
Grange Farm

Experimenting with ley species mixtures 
for dairy forage and soil health 







Trials with multispecies leys at Grange Farm

• We drilled four trial plots over four acres

•   Spring sown with barley as a cover crop.

•   Looked at yields, soil structure and roots.

A. Red clover rye grass. merviot, milvus, abermagic

B. Multi species ley. chicory, cocks foot, meadow fescue, 

perennial rye grass, plantain, red clover, red fescue, timothy, 

white clover, yarrow

C. Multi species legume. birds foot trefoil, sainfoin, white 

clovers, perennial rye grass

D.   Lucerne mix. Timbale, Galaxie, red fescue 









Sophie Alexander, Hemsworth Farm 

Integrating livestock to graze herbal leys 
/ cover crops and manage arable weeds



1st year multi species ley



Vetch and ryegrass overwinter cover



Beans undersown with white clover 



Strip grazing winter silage 



Strip grazing winter silage 



Soil condition after winter silage bales 



Charlock in overwinter cover 



Love the effect sheep have!



This is what happens without 
undersowing / winter cover!



Richard Gantlett, Yatesbury House Farm

Diverse leys and building soil organic 
matter



https://www.agricology.co.uk/farmers-and-

growers/richard-gantlett

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HOJyrhA-

14g&t=155s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HOJyrhA-14g&t=155s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HOJyrhA-14g&t=155s


Dr Lizzie Sagoo, Soil Scientist
ADAS 

Monitoring the impact of leys on soil 
health 











…Regardless of 

labels

ABOUT US

Independent 

collaboration of 

the UK’s leading 

organisations…

…Sharing and 

promoting practical, 

sustainable farming 

information…

WHO ARE WE?

http://ow.ly/WQQI30aJ5R8


HOW CAN YOU PARTICIPATE?

Share insights with your agricultural 

community via blogs and farmer 

profiles. 



HOW CAN YOU PARTICIPATE?

Use @agricology to join in the conversation. 



OUR PARTNERS


